
Chapters 6-9



Class 1 Introductory
Class 2          Acts 1:1-5:42

Class 3 Acts 6:1-9:43
Class 4 Acts 10:1-15:35
Class 5 Acts 15:36-21:40
Class 6 Acts 22:1-28:31

Outline of the Classes



The Preparation for the Christian Mission (1:1-2:13)
The Mission in Jerusalem (2:14-8:3)

Prior Class (2:14-5:42) 

The Need for Assistants (6:1-7)
Accusation against Stephen (6:8-15)
Stephen’s Discourses (7:1-50)
Conclusion (7:51-53)
Stephen’s Martyrdom (7:54-8:1a)
Persecution of the Church (8:1b-3)

The Mission in Judea (8:4-9:43)
Philip in Samaria (8:4-8)
Simon the Magician (8:9-25)
Philip and the Ethiopian (8:26-40)
Saul’s Conversion (9:1-9)
Saul’s Baptism (9:10-19a)
Saul Preaches in Damascus (9:19b-22)
Saul Visits Jerusalem (9:23-30)
The Church at Peace (9:31)
Peter Heals Aeneas at Lydda (9:32-35)
Peter Restores Tabitha to Life (9:36-43)

Material Covered in Class 3



The Need for Assistants (6:1-7)
Hellenist – people who spoke Greek and had the Greek culture
Hellenistic Jews – Jews who spoke Greek
Hellenistic Jewish Christians – Greek speaking Jews who became Christian

Charges that there was unfair distribution of community food between the poor 
based on language 
The Hellenists complained because their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution (6:1)

The Twelve said “It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table”
They are to devoted to prayer and to the ministry of the Word.

We often say that today with priests-It is not right that I neglect priestly duties to do 
administration.  Let us call forth others to do that work.

Qualifications – (1) reputable men,  (2) filled with the Spirit,  (3)  filled with wisdom

Called forth 7 men known as Deacons – They were ordained as deacons are today
1) The Apostles prayed and 2) laid hands on them.

The 12 apostles rooted the Church in Israel 
The 7 deacons were a sign of the Churches outreach to the whole world



Accusation against Stephen (6:8-15)

Notice Stephen the new deacon, who was to serve at table for the Hellenists is center
New job description – worked great wonders and signs among the people

debated the faith in public

Like Peter, Stephen is now brought before the Sanhedrin
Accused of blasphemy
False testimony against him

The accusation against Stephen were from the members of the so called Synagogue of 
Freedmen, Cyrenians and Alexandrians and people from Cilicia and Asia.  

These were the Greek-speaking Jews who did not believe in Christ.
Remembering that Stephen is a Hellenist. 

This is very similar to Jesus who was brought before the Sanhedrin during his passion

During this time, his face was like the face of an angel.



Stephen’s Discourses (7:1-50)
Stephen is speaking to the High Priest:

Starts God appeared to our Father Abraham
Then gave the covenant of circumcision and became the father of Isaac
Isaac to Jacob and Jacob (aka Israel)to the 12 patriarchs – 12 tribes of Israel

Joseph, one of the patriarchs, sold into slavery in Egypt.  Joseph grew in power
In time of famine, the 11 patriarchs came to Egypt with their father
They all died and in time, Pharaoh and the Egyptians enslaved them
The story of Moses
The people rejected Moses and built a golden calf
The Tent of Testimony (The arc of the covenant) was carried to time of David
David wanted to build a temple and Solomon finally did

BUT STEPHEN SAYS, “The Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands”

Stephen is recounting the history of the people of Israel and then crosses the line
Promise to Abraham and Moses’ prophecy that God will raise up one like him

As with Peter in Acts 3:23,  Stephen treats Jesus as “The prophet like Moses”



Conclusion (7:51-53)

Stephen was fine with his recounting of the history of the Israelites until now.

He calls them Stiff-necked people who are opposed to the Holy Spirit  (7:51).
They persecute the prophets like they are persecuting Christians

You receive the law as transmitted by angels, but you did not observe it.



Stephen’s Martyrdom (7:54-8:1a)

The people are angry but Stephen is filled with the Holy Spirit.
They cast him out of town.  Jesus died outside of Jerusalem. 
He sees a vision of heaven
They stoned him to death

Stephen’s words, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
“and when he said this, he fell asleep.”

Jesus’ death in Luke:
“Then Jesus said, ‘Father forgive them, they know not what they do” (Lk23:34).
“Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I command my spirit’, and 
when he had said this he breathed his last” (Lk23:46).

Stephen prays to Jesus as Jesus prays to his father

Introduction of Saul (St. Paul) who was present at the death of the first martyr and 
even consented to it.



Persecution of the Church (8:1b-3)

Stephen’s death resulted in the great persecution of the Church.

Note:  the persecution resulted in the spread of the Church
As true now as then.
The blood of the martyrs are the birth of faith, seedbed of faith
Saul (St. Paul’s) role in the persecution

IMPORTANT:  THE APOSTLES REMAIN IN JERUSALEM

The Church is now moving outside of Jerusalem into all of Judea and Samaria



The Mission in Judea (8:4-9:43)



Philip in Samaria (8:4-8)

Not that they heard his message and saw the signs 
Miracles are really signs.

The Samaritans
Samaritans were 
• a racially mixed society with Jewish and pagan ancestry. 
• They worshiped Yahweh as did the Jews
• Their temple was on Mount Gerazim instead of on Mount Zion in Jerusalem.
• Because of their imperfect adherence to Judaism and their partly pagan 

ancestry, the Samaritans were despised by ordinary Jews. 
• The Samaritans were separated from and looked down upon by the Jews



Simon the Magician (8:9-25)

Simon the Magician is used to distinguish the signs and wonders of Christianity 
from magic done by others.

Simon 
• practiced magic
• Astounded the people
• He claimed to be great
• People said this man is the 

Power of God
• People paid attention to him 

because he had astounded 
them by his magic

• Simon became a believer
• Simon was willing to buy the 

power to lay hands on others 
and give them the spirit

Peter and the Apostles
• Did signs and wonders
• Astounded the people
• They claimed Jesus to be great
• People said this man is the 

Power of God but they turned 
their thoughts to Jesus

• People paid attention to them 
because they had astounded 
them by signs and wonders

• Converted Simon
• Peter says that you cannot buy 

the gift of God with money

Luke is teaching that it is sin to have financial gain over the ministry



Simon the Magician (8:9-25)  CONT.

The Sacrament of Confirmation in the Scriptures

Peter and John went to Samaria and prayed that they receive the Holy Spirit
They had only been baptized in the name of Jesus

Peter and John laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit



Philip and the Ethiopian (8:26-40)
The Ethiopian is reading from the book of the 
Prophet Isaiah.

ORDER FOR ADULT BAPTISM 
• The Spirit inspired Philip to meet with the Eunuch
• Philip explains the Isaiah prophet
• The Eunuch reading the book of the prophet
• The Eunuch might have been a “God Fearer” 

which is a person who was unwilling or unable to 
become a Jew

• “He proclaimed Jesus to him” (8:35)
• Christians do not believe in private interpretation.  

The Eunuch needed an interpreter.  
• He requested to be baptized

• Philip vanished and when to 1) Azotus until he 
when to Caesarea

NOTE: God takes all the initiative
The way Christians taught all converts



Saul’s Conversion (9:1-9)

This the first of three times that this story will be told (See Acts 22:3-21 and 26:9-20)

Key elements:
Paul had permission to imprison people of THE WAY (First name of Christians)
On his journey to Damascus, he was thrown to the ground
He was surrounded by a light
He heard a voice saying, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
Only Paul saw the light and heard the voice

Christ’s identification with Christians.  To persecute them, is to persecute Christ.

Paul is baptized and welcomed into the Church



Saul’s Baptism (9:10-19a)

Ananias is sent by God to Saul for his baptism
Ananias is reluctant because of Saul’s reputation of persecuting Christians

Paul’s commissioning to the Gentiles comes from God directly
Ananias was sent to lay hands on him, heal him from the temporary blindness
Ananias baptized him.



Saul Preaches in Damascus (9:19b-22)

He had an immediate conversion and now is preaching Jesus

All who heard him were astounded at his preaching and his conversion



Saul Visits Jerusalem (9:23-30)

“After a long time had passed….”  He is preaching without having to find 
approval from the apostles.

The people wanted to kill Paul but his disciples took him one night and let 
him down lowering him in a basket.

Barnabas became Paul’s supporter and presented him to the Apostles

He spoke and debated with the Hellenists, who also wanted to kill Paul.



The Church at Peace (9:31)

1) The Church was being built up
2) Walked in fear of the Lord
3) With the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers



Peter Heals Aeneas at Lydda (9:32-35)
Peter Restores Tabitha to Life (9:36-43)

The two purposes of these healings
1) Shows how signs helped spread Christianity
2) They account for Peter’s presence in the seacoast two of Joppa

Note that Peter heals in the Name of Jesus Christ



Luke 7:1-17
The Healing of a Centurion’s Slave  When Jesus had finished all his 
words to the people, he entered Capernaum. A centurion there had 
a slave who was ill and about to die, and he was valuable to him.  
When he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to him, 
asking him to come and save the life of his slave. They approached 
Jesus and strongly urged him to come, saying, “He deserves to have 
you do this for him, for he loves our nation and he built the 
synagogue for us.”  And Jesus went with them, but when he was only 
a short distance from the house, the centurion sent friends to tell 
him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you 
enter under my roof.  Therefore, I did not consider myself worthy to 
come to you; but say the word and let my servant be healed.  For I 
too am a person subject to authority, with soldiers subject to me. 
And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come here,’ and 
he comes; and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  When Jesus 
heard this he was amazed at him and, turning, said to the crowd 
following him, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.”  
When the messengers returned to the house, they found the slave in 
good health. 
Raising of the Widow’s Son.  Soon afterward he journeyed to a city 
called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd accompanied him.  
As he drew near to the gate of the city, a man who had died was 
being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. 
A large crowd from the city was with her.  When the Lord saw her, he 
was moved with pity for her and said to her, “Do not weep.”  He 
stepped forward and touched the coffin; at this the bearers halted, 
and he said, “Young man, I tell you, arise!” The dead man sat up and 
began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother.  Fear seized them 
all, and they glorified God, exclaiming, “A great prophet has arisen in 
our midst,” and “God has visited his  people.” This report about him 
spread through the whole of Judea and in all the surrounding region. 

Acts 9:32-43
Peter Heals Aeneas at Lydda. As Peter was passing 
through every region, he went down to the holy 
ones living in Lydda. There he found a man named 
Aeneas, who had been confined to bed for eight 
years, for he was paralyzed.  Peter said to him, 
“Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and make 
your bed.” He got up at once.  And all the 
inhabitants of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they 
turned to the Lord. 
Peter Restores Tabitha to Life. Now in Joppa there 
was a disciple named Tabitha (which translated 
means Dorcas).  She was completely occupied with 
good deeds and almsgiving.  Now during those days 
she fell sick and died, so after washing her, they laid 
[her] out in a room upstairs.  Since Lydda was near 
Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, 
sent two men to him with the request, “Please come 
to us without delay.”  So Peter got up and went with 
them. When he arrived, they took him to the room 
upstairs where all the widows came to him weeping 
and showing him the tunics and cloaks that Dorcas
had made while she was with them.  Peter sent 
them all out and knelt down and prayed. Then he 
turned to her body and said, “Tabitha, rise up.” She 
opened her eyes, saw Peter, and sat up.  He gave her 
his hand and raised her up, and when he had called 
the holy ones and the widows, he presented her 
alive.  This became known all over Joppa, and many 
came to believe in the Lord.  And he stayed a long 
time in Joppa with Simon, a tanner. 



Homework

Class 4   
Acts 10:1-15:35


